
MARCH 4 - MARCH 8 

24-25 TUITION INFORMATION.  The School Board is having a working session March 14th to get a balanced budget for 

the coming school year.  It has been a couple years since we’ve worked off of a conservative balanced budget.  There is 

a tension in scripture between faith and stewardship.  We strive to be faithful to steward what God has given us and 

trust Him to provide through his people.  The balancing act of the budget is between expenses and income.  All of the 

expenses are what it takes to educate our children.  We share these expenses collectively and call it tuition.  There are 

many generous people who donate towards our expenses and we fundraise against our expenses.  What is left is for 

the families to cover: tuition.  The concept is simple, but how it works in reality is painful. 

Generous donations and effective fundraising leads to lower tuition.  Sounds simple, but who is the generous 

donor?  Who is aggressively fundraising?  We are ever striving to improve those two categories and invite you to 

help.  Our school budget is not top secret; I’m happy to talk with you to help you see where our needs are.  

I do not know it all or have it all, but what I do know is that I cannot pay bills or pay our teachers with good 

intentions.  A balanced budget says there will actually be money available to meet our obligations.  The budget will be 

approved at the GCEA Annual meeting, April 16th at 6:30pm.  -Benjamin Williamson 

 24-25 ENROLLMENT INFORMATION.  Enrollment and Re-enrollment will be done online through Gradelink.  We are 

still working on the digital forms and testing this new system.  We will give an update each week until it is live.  

VARSITY GIRLS BASKETBALL DISTRICTS.  Our Lady Patriots will play against Marcellus at Marcellus 

High School this Monday at 7:00 PM. Admission is $7.00 per person for all ages and must be paid 

online at GoFan.co. No passes or discounts are accepted at district games, and payment will not be 

accepted at the door. If our Lady Patriots win on Monday, they will play again Wednesday, March 

6th at Marcellus. All games will be streamed through NFHS Network. 

ONLINE BOOKFAIR MARCH 4-15.  Check out the great selection of books at gracechristian.mudhenmama.com!  

GCS ALUMNI GAME.  Last Friday, we had a great night as we welcomed 

our alumni back for a fun and friendly basketball competition. Thanks to 

all who came! 

CHILI/SOUP COOK-OFF.  If you would like to enter a chili/soup or 

dessert at the Open house on March 7, please contact Ms. Rutgers at 

mrutgers@gcspatriots.com by March 4th. There will be prizes awarded!   

FRIDAY.  7th-8th graders not attending music Festival are expected to attend school on Friday, March 8. 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES    
MAR 4  V GIRLS BASKETBALL VS MARCELLUS @ MARCELLUS HS, 7:00 PM 

MAR 7  OPEN HOUSE/SCIENCE FAIR 

MAR 8-9  OLIVET MUSIC FESTIVAL 

MAR 14  KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM 

MAR 18  GIVEBACK NIGHT AT LUTZ’S DRIVE-IN: 28102 M-152, DOWAGIAC, MI  49047 

MAR 22  END OF QUARTER 3 

MAR 23  GCS ANNUAL BENEFIT AUCTION 

https://gofan.co/event/1433812?schoolId=MI4499&fbclid=IwAR2sk0eM0QLzua_sRLdLQQxrEGHVtnZBrf1TIpONHTpA9o6cmfqjHBM1-dg
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