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ADMINISTRATION 

I like to think that I do not tell people what they should think or what they should do. I rather present evidence and let 

the case speak for itself. I am beginning to think that is working against me as I try to lead the school to a firm financial 

footing. I see those actively serving the school (school board, volunteers, and staff) as being in a role similar to the 

Apostle Paul as he describes in his 1st letter to the Corinthians, 4:9-10: 

 “We have become a spectacle to the world, both to angels and men. We are fools for Christ’s sake, but you are 

prudent in Christ, we are weak, but you are strong; you are distinguished, but we are without honor.” 

Too many times I have heard about people who are connected to Grace ask someone actively involved in the school if 

it is going to close. I am frustrated to the point of anger when I hear about ‘those who are rich in this present age’ (I 

Timothy 6:17) withholding financial support to our school because they do not want to throw money into a sinking 

ship. If we were able to receive half of the support of those withholding it we would not be a sinking ship. They are 

living out a self-determined prophecy at the expense of the next generation.  

I do not know all the reasons why the Evangelical Christian Community is determined to maim itself. In my short time 

at the school I have seen serious supporters and multi-generational families turn their back on Grace over petty 

Romans 14 squabbles. Where is the Love that covers a multitude of sins? (I Peter 4:8) Where is the pursuit of the 

things that make for peace? (Romans 14:19) Do we not have enough enemies in the world around us? How many 

other Christian schools do we have in our area? Do you know the Lutherans and Catholics are licking their chops at the 

prospect that Grace Christian would go under? Why is that? Because there is no other Christian School to choose; your 

next best option is them. The local Evangelical Community is pretty much apathetic to whether or not there is a Grace 

Christian School. A mere 2% of our annual support comes from local churches. The majority of the individuals who 

support us on a monthly basis are 70+ and live on a limited income.  

The miracle within the context of this “sinking ship” is that our students are getting a superior education compared to 

their public-school peers. It’s not even close. There are families here who financially have no business having a private 

education, yet God provides. We have excellent teachers who work at 50% of what they could earn in the public 

system. Our high school of 20 students fields athletic teams that beat public schools that pull from 150. Our music 

program gets the attention of the director of Cornerstone University. Besides all of this, our students are ministered to 

daily to know the surpassing value of knowing Jesus Christ. There is no one who does that better in the 

Berrien/Cass/Van Buren County.  Often times it feels like we make thousand-dollar repairs with creativity and a Burger 

King value meal. And we (Christian Community) would rather watch the ship sink and critique the ones trying to save 

the ship than get involved. That is very American. Please pull out your camera and start recording. 

Do we need money? Of course, we are selling Christian Education to people who are not in the time of life where that 

kind of money is disposable. Grace Christian has operated under these difficult circumstances for 50 years; not much 

has changed, but you are hearing clearer communication about them.  There is a concerted effort to be less financially 

desperate.  Let’s grow past this! I know I have brought attention to that which exacerbates the sinking ship feeling, but 

that is the beginning of correction. I am fairly certain there are 20 people who consider themselves friends of Grace 
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who are rich by the world’s standards. The challenge for these 20 individuals is to help right the ship by each 

committing to a $10,000 pledge, to be fulfilled once 19 others have joined them. That way no one is left hung out 

to dry and those investing in the next generation can be confident that Grace will be here tomorrow.  This will 

allow our balanced budget to do its job. I and another will begin the pledges of $10,000.  Please help us find 18 

more.  

For many others, giving a $10,000 gift is only a dream. Our Ambassador program is looking for $50 monthly 

donations. Our development committee would be happy to set you up with this by calling the office or 

emailing cleach@gcspatriots.com .  

Thank-you for listening; as always, I am happy to answer questions and listen to correction.  

 

Benjamin Williamson 

Administrator 

STUDENT OF THE MONTH 
APRIL  

MIDDLE SCHOOL HOUSE WINNERS 

 
Standout Student  

(earned the most House points) 

February: SAMUEL VALENTI 

March: NOAH FULLER 
 

Teacher on Fire  
(for awarding the most House points) 

November: ROBIN MCBRIDE 

December: SARAH ERICKSON 
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Thanksgiving Page 
 

 Our amazing PFT provided our staff with breakfast and lunch for Teacher Appreciation Week! 

 We had several people come and donate blood on May 5th. 

 Thank you to the many who donated to the auction! 

 A 2002 20’ Proline boat with cuddy cabin has been donated to the school for resale. 

 Thank you Anchor Signs for updating our school banner! We really appreciate your support!  

 Positive feedback to State of the School letter.  

 Sewer repairs made by volunteers that love GCS. 

 $40,000 year end gift! 

 $5,000 year end gift! 

 UPDATE: The furnaces have been purchased and will be picked up this week.  

A donation of $30,000 was given to the school for the purchase of 3 new furnaces.  

 Efforts made by students, staff and guests working together to set up and tear down for the 

Christmas concert were a huge blessing! 

 GCS received $1,234 in grant money from the 2024 Nonpublic School Reimbursement Section 152b 

state grant. 

 GCS has been awarded the Filter First grant for $10,298 that will help us meet new state water 

filtering and testing requirements. 

 The Chapel sent a work group that painted the elementary hallway. 

 Patriots-In-Action raised $10,871 for our school 

 In October, we were able to hire a PE teacher with Watervliet through the Shared Time* program. 

 $4,000 (half of the amount needed) was donated toward replacement gym doors. The $4,000 given was 

intended to inspire a matching gift. Would you consider helping us get this significant need met? 

 Title money was obtained to enable our teachers to benefit from professional development training last 

week at the Michigan Association of Christian Schools (MACS) Conference.  

 An anonymous donor covered the fee for GCS student athletes to participate in Twin City Sharks 

football. 

 In August, we were able to contract two teachers with Watervliet through the Shared Time* program.  

 Heart of Cook Grant $5,000 for the purchase of a new commercial refrigerator. 

 Anonymous donor gave $2,000 toward student sponsorship. 

  



 

 Mr. Clean’s Cleaning and Restoration cleaned our carpets to prepare for the school year. 

 Thank you to those who have brought in school supplies, paper, pencils, facial tissue and cleaning supplies 

for classrooms.  

 School furniture was donated by a St. Joseph business man. 

 The thrift store hit their first anniversary on August 12th and in this first year contributed about 

$53,000 to the school scholarship fund. 

 We received a $15,000 gift to put toward student scholarships last year. This year we have many other 

sponsors who have picked families to support. Sponsorship for the 2024-25 school year is complete. 

 Roy’s Computer Repair and the Nuismer family for their generosity in helping to update our network 

infrastructure. 

 Many hands came together to help get the building and grounds ready for students. 

* Watervliet is covering the salaries of these teachers through an elective program with the State. 

ATHLETICS 

WWW.GCSPATRIOTS.ORG 
Some of our high school students have joined co-op teams for soccer and baseball this spring!  

For details, be sure to check out our Athletic Calendar on the GCS website. 

CAPITOL PERFORMANCE 
Mrs. McBride and the 8th – 11th grade band members are traveling to Lansing on 
Tuesday, May 20th to play for visitors to the Capitol building.  

MUSIC 

2025 GCEA MEETING 
For those of you that may have missed the 2025 GCEA Meeting on April  

15th, you can watch the video of it here. 

 

THERMOSTAT REQUEST 
GCS is in need of four wifi thermostats. If you are able to provide one or more of these devices, 
you may use the following link to order: 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3N9ITAKCSQK3H?ref_=wl_share. Thank you! 

ANNUAL  
MEETING 

 
 

April 15, 2025 

https://gcspatriots.com/
https://gcspatriots.com/athletics-calendar/
https://youtube.com/watch?v=NobBHx_E59E&si=Kim94AAmgS5wKjDY
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3N9ITAKCSQK3H?ref_=wl_share


 

MISSION TRIP 
GCS is sending next year’s juniors and seniors to Guatemala with Casas 

Por Cristo for the biennial mission trip. They will leave on Sunday, March 

22 and return on Saturday, March 28. Parents and students, please 

attend the mission trip meeting next Tuesday, May 20th at 6:30PM.   

CURRICULUM INTRODUCTION 
As explained in the last Communiqué,  the new curriculum has been chosen for next year’s 

7th - 12th grade students. Parents and students are encouraged to attend the introductory 

meetings this coming Thursday, May 15th. The junior high meeting for upcoming 7th and 

8th grade will take place at 6:00-7:15PM.  The high school meeting for upcoming 9th - 12th 

grade is set for 7:15 - 8:15PM. We look forward to introducing you to the curriculum! 

A LETTER FROM MR. SCHWARZE 
It has been my honor to serve as Bible teacher at GCS since the fall of 2015. I have, after 

much prayer, counseling, and thought, taken a position teaching Bible at Tristate Christian 

School in Dubuque Iowa. This decision was made in order to allow my family to move to 

the same region as our parents. I have rejoiced in serving the GCS community these last 9 

years, and I thank you for the joy and privilege of serving at GCS.  

A LETTER FROM MR. MROCZEK 
I am getting married and moving to Ann Arbor. I am currently waiting to hear back from a 

shared services program in the Brighton school district, which is in the Ann Arbor area, which 

is similar to the one Grace has with Watervliet. If God has that in his plans for me then I will 

be splitting time teaching PE at Our Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran as well as another school 

in that district. As for plans outside of teaching, I will be hoping to find a basketball coaching 

opportunity in that area as well. I am grateful for the opportunity Grace has given me and all 

the people I have met and helped me through this time in my life. I am looking forward to 

seeing what God has planned for me, in my growth of faith as well as helping others grow 

towards the Lord.  



 

A LETTER FROM MRS. MCBRIDE 
Dear GCS Family, 

It is with mixed emotions that I sit and write this brief letter announcing my retirement from teaching. I have been on 

staff at GCS for 15 years and it is my belief that God brought me to the school and He is now the One calling me out. 

Leaving GCS is not by any means easy. I have seen hundreds of students and friends come and go. I have always loved 

directing the band and performing concerts and programs. It has always been about the ministry and praying that I 

could help students know Jesus better. But now there are others needing me. My parents are nearing 90 years of age 

and their mobility is declining rapidly. At this point in my life I am going to keep the fifth commandment and “honor 

my father and mother.” They attended many concerts at GCS and always supported me. Now it’s time for me to take 

care of them.  

Grace Christian School is an awesome school and one I have been very proud to be a part of. I 

pray that my band students will not see this as a time to give up, but a time to encourage the 

teacher who will become their director. And although I may not always be able to come and see 

how “my kids” are doing, it is my hope to see them as they continue to perform in the coming 

years.  

Mrs. Robin McBride 

STAFF UPDATES 
In the April Communique I talked about how as an administrator I would like to crazy glue parts of the school in place 

like in The Lego Movie. As you have read from above we have beloved staff making big changes in their lives that 

affect their employment with us.  We are thankful for each one, whether it has been one year or many. Grace 

Christian will continue to trust our God to provide, and I am happy to report how some of our positions have been 

filled and we wait with peaceful expectation for the others to be filled. 

6th Grade: With the secondary restructuring, we needed a 6th grade teacher. Mr. Stanbro, our current Science teacher, 

will make that transition to the upper elementary school. Mr. Stanbro has been another strong Bible oriented male 

role model. We are thankful that he will continue to serve here.  

High School Bible: I am thankful for the opportunity for Mr. & Mrs. Schwarze to be closer to their family. I am 

especially glad for his children in that they will be near their grandparents. I am also thankful that we have an 

excellent teacher stepping into the Bible teacher role. We are familiar with Mr. Wellin’s pursuit of teaching 

excellence, but most are not aware that he has taught Bible previously.  We are again thankful.  

Shared Time Programing:  Our shared time program with Watervliet allowed us to have 3 or our staff paid for with 

public school money.  It has been a huge blessing. Watervliet is not going to continue that partnership with us.  Which 

sounds like bad news, but it actually is great news. With Watervliet’s release we are able to partner with another 

school district. I’m in communication with Brighton Public Schools to establish this relationship. Brighton is a much 

bigger district and as a result we will have many more choices to offer in the future, but for next year we are looking 

for: 

o   Physical Education:  We have a strong lead for this position, but nothing is official. 

o   Music:  With the announcement just today.  We are beginning our search for a Christian State-qualified teacher. 
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“God is God and I am not” is what I tell myself when I feel the pressure of things that are outside of my very limited 

control. The scriptures say “Be still and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10). When we pay attention we see how He 

demonstrates His love and care for us. 

 

Benjamin Williamson 

Administrator 

http://www.bit.ly/GCSbiblebee


 

If you are interested in partnering with Grace Christian School’s Business & Industry Program, please contact info@gcspatriots.com for details. 

AMAZON WISH LISTS 
If you are looking for ways to bless our staff, check out the links below: 

Mrs. Colford, Principal       Miss Erickson, Middle School  Mrs. Corwin, Preschool      Mrs. Tavernier, 2nd 

Miss Newell, Kindergarten  Mrs. McBride, Music    Mrs. Wilkerson, 3rd      Mrs. Grey, 4th 

2024-25 GCEA SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS: 
Whitney Tinker, President 
 wtinker@gcspatriots.com 

Joel Layman, Vice President 
 jlayman@gcspatriots.com 

Trever Meachum, Treasurer 
 tmeachum@gcspatriots.com 

Holly Crouch, Secretary 
 hcrouch@gcspatriots.com 

Shirl Bontrager 
 shirlbontrager@gcspatriots.com 

Marshall Downs 
 mdowns@gcspatriots.com 

Laraine Fox 
 lfox@gcspatriots.com 

Nathan Hutchins 
 nhutchins@gcspatriots.com 

Ruth Malaka 
 rmalaka@gcspatriots.com 

THE NEXT GCEA BOARD MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE ON  
MONDAY, MAY 19 @ 6:30 PM. 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/M99QPKG4NZIJ?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/4S5ONSYL7XS0?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/21XCHG14VDNUU?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/dl/invite/5VOdDXc?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/7L8EC9VWCGT4?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/35KQLJR0IWHNX?ref_=wl_share&fbclid=IwY2xjawFRWsBleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHQtyfn3uOqYzqB_kWLshEHmNgVOJsDQUvcGhJJ15DrBc4VTxV2_05lqYtA_aem_cCKr1eWVbykpupl6aYlHnA
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3M1JJ096DX42W?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2IPAPOMBOVCXR?ref_=wl_share


 

BUSINESS BOOSTERS 
When you buy from or use the services of one of these businesses, they give a portion of  

your purchase as a gift to GCS (but only if the receipt is turned into the GCS office). 

   Featured Boosters of the Month: 

2024-25 SUPPORTING CHURCHES 
We are very grateful to the churches that not only pray for us, but financially support GCS as well. 

• Bright Star Tabernacle 

• Decatur Bible Church 

• Hartford Bible Church 

• New Life Baptist Church 

• New Life Christian Church 

• North Wayne Mennonite Church 

• Sister Lakes Community Church 

• South Haven Church of Christ 

• The Chapel, EFC 

• Watervliet Free Methodist 
Church 

T & C Water Treatments (10 or 15%) 
(10% for salt and parts, 5%for softener systems) 
Softeners & water conditioning. Salt sales and delivery. 
2179 Plaza Dr., Benton Harbor 

(269)983-8156  

Zbattery.com (5%) 
Batteries, flashlights, chargers 
1826 Hilltop Rd., St. Joseph 

(269) 983-7155 

Peerless Canvas Products, Inc. (5%) 

Custom canvas products (boat covers, awnings, tarps) 

2355 Niles Road, St. Joseph 

269.429.0600 

Cheyenne Chernugel, Realtor (10%) 

10% of any commission proceeds will go to Grace Christian School when 

this ad is mentioned.   

269.252.6595 

cheyenne@frazeeteam.com  



 



 



 



 

REGISTER YOUR TEAM TODAY! 

https://forms.gle/mD29VMkhPHmwgYNM7


 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 



 



 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSemrFzYESLJn3xHkl7REe4b-ExaG1Uw_cM-gITkwumtptCksg%2Fviewform%3Fpli%3D1%26fbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExbWV2bm5ycVVpOHRHNm15bwEe6DFqrhyvhp0LGxv7_biLpKOblErcz9XxXNvmyp


 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.berriencounty.org%2F634%2FHearing-Vision-Screening%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExbWV2bm5ycVVpOHRHNm15bwEeXpOaog2ehLavE5L-w4tE9Jz7LDC9AxahnVBWskPcI_44KNsP888sBTbmKtU_aem_JoNERdmW9gu8Dmj6GHKRtg&h=AT0svP


 


